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Safeguarding Children and Young People Policy 
(based on the Plan International policy of the same name) 

 

 

Definitions 

PhotoAid Global Foundation is the International film and photography agency supporting 
charities, NGOs and good causes with photography and film. PhotoAid Global celebrates 
photojournalism which inspires understanding and action through visual documentary covering 
human and animal rights, and environmental awareness. 

Children 

Children up to and including 18 years. Girls may be especially vulnerable and at risk from 
certain forms of violence, including sexual and gender-based violence. Violence against girls is 
not only against the values and principles we uphold as described in this Global Policy, but also 
in direct opposition to the aims of our work. As such, we are particularly concerned with 
ensuring that girls do not experience harm, abuse, exploitation, or any other form of violence as 
a result of their engagement with us or our programmes, projects, events, and processes. 
Furthermore, we need to ensure that our safeguarding approach and response to safeguarding 
concerns are gender responsive. 

Young People 

We work with Young People, and therefore the protective scope of this Global policy extends to 
young people we are supporting or are in contact with, through our youth engagement work. 
We recognise that young people have particular safeguarding needs requiring distinct 
consideration.  

Background 

Violence against children and young people is prevalent throughout the world and in all 
societies. Violence against children includes physical or mental violence, injury and abuse, 
neglect or negligent treatment, maltreatment and sexual abuse. Furthermore, children and 
young people may be vulnerable and at risk due to, for example, reasons of gender, sexual 
orientation, ethnic origin, disability and age or illness. 

PhotoAid Global assures all photographers and supporters working with us documenting a 
charity, NGO or good cause’s work understand the importance of the safeguarding of children 
and young people and particularly those with whom we work or are in contact. 
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This Global Policy is underpinned by the following set of principles that guides 
its implementation: 

1. All children and young people aged under 18 years have equal rights to protection from 
all forms of violence as declared in Article 19 of the United Nations Convention on the 
Rights of the Child. In addition, the Universal Declaration of Human Rights recognises 
fundamental human rights, the dignity, worth and equal rights of people at any age, thus 
including young people aged 18 to 24 years old. 

2. The human rights of children and young people will be respected and applied to all 
irrespective of age, sex, gender, gender identity, sexual orientation, nationality, ethnic 
origin, colour, race, language, religious or political beliefs, marital status, disability, 
physical or mental health, family, socio-economic or cultural background, class, any 
history of conflict with the law or any other aspect of their background or identity. 
Inequality, exclusion, and discrimination will be challenged and will not be tolerated. 

3. We have a responsibility to care for and protect children and young people, especially 
those that are vulnerable, and make sure they are not harmed. 

4. No child or young person must suffer harm, intentionally or unintentionally, as a result of 
their engagement, or contact with us whether as a participant in our programmes, 
projects, events, processes, or as part of a fundraising or influencing campaign. 

5. We work together in partnership with other agencies to promote the safeguarding of 
children and young people within organisations engaged with us and in the wider 
community. 

6. We will never knowingly allow a person to represent PhotoAid Global or conduct any 
business, training, photography or filming through us where that photographer is known 
to have committed crimes against children. 

7. We will never work with, support or engage with an entity, business, charity, NGO, Good 
cause, individual who put children or young people at risk. 

Our photographers and supporters working with us on assignment, agree to the following: 

1. Ensure any images taken of children are respectful and do not impact negatively on 
their dignity and privacy. 

2. Ask permission of the child or young person (or in the case of young children, their 
parent or guardian) informing them of the specific purpose(s) and intended use 
(including how and where) and respect their decision to say no making it clear that there 
will be absolutely no negative repercussions from denying such consent 

3. Never upload the images of children and young people associated with the charity, 
NGO, good cause, PhotoAid Global they have photographed for to other social media 
pages without the full and explicit consent of the said charity, NGO, good cause or 
PhotoAid Global. 

4. Report and respond to any concerns, suspicions, incidents or allegations of actual or 
potential abuse to a child or young person to the charity, NGO, good cause or PhotoAid 
Global. 

They agree they will not: 



 

www.photoaid.org.uk  makeadifference@photoaid.org.uk +44 7747 025361 

 

1. Abuse or exploit a child or young person or behave in any way that places a child or 
young person at risk of harm, including through harmful traditional practices such as, for 
example, Female Genital Mutilation, forced or child marriage. 

2. Engage in any form of sexual activity or develop physical/sexual relationships with 
anyone under the age of 18 regardless of the age of consent locally. Mistaken belief in the 
age of a child is not a defence. 

3. Engage in sexual relationships with any charity youth direct beneficiaries aged 18 to 24 
years as these undermine the credibility and integrity of PhotoAid Global and the charity 
they are engaged to photograph for’s work and are based on inherently unequal power 
dynamics. 

4. Use physical punishment/discipline or use of physical force of any kind towards children 
and young people. 

5. Engage young people in any form of sexual activity which involves the exchange money, 
employment, goods, or services for sex, including sexual favours or other forms of 
humiliating, degrading or exploitative behaviour. This includes exchange of assistance 
that is due to beneficiaries. 

6. Use language or behave towards a child or young person in a way that is inappropriate, 
offensive, abusive, sexually provocative, demeaning or culturally inappropriate. 

7. Fondle, hold, kiss, hug or touch children or young people in an inappropriate or culturally 
insensitive way. 

8. Have a child/children/young person with whom they are in contact in a work-related 
context, stay overnight at their home or any other personal residential location or 
accommodation. 

9. Sleep in the same room or bed as a child or young person with whom they are in contact 
in a work related context. Where it is necessary to sleep close to unaccompanied children 
and young people, they will make sure that another adult is present and it is in line with 
authorized procedures. 

10. Do things of a personal nature for children or young person, with whom they are in 
contact in a work- related context, (e.g. taking a child/young person to the 
toilet/bathroom; helping them get un/dressed etc.) that they can do for themselves. 

11. Spend time alone away from others with children and young people with whom they are 
in contact in a work-related context; they will always make sure that another adult is with 
me and/or they are with the child/young person in an open public place, where others 
are around and in plain view of others. 

12. Hit or otherwise physically assault or physically abuse children or young people. 
13. Act in ways that shame, humiliate, belittle or degrade children and young people, or 

otherwise perpetrate any form of emotional abuse. 
14. Discriminate against, show differential or preferential to, or favour particular children and 

young people to the detriment of them or others. 
15. Develop relationships with, engage in any practice with or develop behaviour towards 

children and young people which could in any way be deemed or interpreted as exploitive 
or abusive. 

16. Condone or participate in behaviour of children or young people which is illegal, unsafe, 
or abusive. 

17. Use any computers, mobile phones, video and digital cameras, or any such medium to 
exploit, harass or bully children or young people. 
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18. Use computers, mobile phones, or video/digital cameras or other electronic devices, to 
access, view, create, download, or distribute pornography, especially abusive images of 
children or young people 

19. This is not an exhaustive list, any action which compromises the rights and safeguarding 
of children and young people are not condoned. 

Where there are any concerns over suspected criminality of those working with us, individuals 
are to report these to us and we will take the appropriate action to pass concerns on to the 
appropriate authorities. 

 

All photographers and those working with or partnering with us, including any charity, NGO 
or good cause, agree to respect and adhere to this policy. 


